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LECTURE XII.
what is most needful to the American student, whose work is naturally directed to gaining the doctor's degree. He will need, in addition to what he may derive from my lectures, the concentration on a particular subject; and this he will often find best with other instructors, at Gottingen or elsewhere. I wish to state distinctly that I do not regard it as at all desirable that all students should confine their mathematical studies to my courses or even to Gottingen. On the contrary, it seems to me far preferable that the majority of the students should attach themselves to other mathematicians for certain special lines of work. My lectures may then serve to form the wider background on which these special studies are projected. It is in this way, I believe, that my lectures will prove of the greatest benefit.
In concluding I wish to thank you for your kind attention, and to give expression to the pleasure I have found in meeting here at Evanston, so near to Chicago, the great metropolis of this commonwealth, a number of enthusiastic devotees of my chosen science.rsity; but this is generally not the object of his coming. Would he not do better to spend first a year or two in one of the larger American universities ? Here he would find more readily the transition to specialized studies, and might, at the same time, arrive at a clearer judgment of his own mathematical ability; this would save him from the severe disappointment that might result from his going to Germany.
